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Site Updates

Does anyone have a featured link to request?  While I do like the idea of having this featured link, I really don’t have any idea what you all would like see there.  If anyone has any links to suggest, please email me at <strngbn@lycos.com> and we’ll get them posted.  In other words, if you have a link to share, get it to me and we’ll share it.
Stitch Project

I apologize for the lack of a stitch project in this issue.  You would think with the snow storm the Southeast PA region got, and the snow day I took, you would think I could have come up with something, but no matter how hard I tried, my brain kept telling me to knit a hat or quill a card.  Not helpful for a crochet project.  Sorry.
Tips and Tricks

Felting.  This is a popular technique lately, though admittedly I haven’t tried it yet.  Felting basically involves crocheting or knitting a large item and agitating the yarn to make it shrink into a much more firm fabric.   However, I have been keeping my ears open so that I might pass some tips on to you all.

Some pointers and Tips
· Felting works best with yarns that are 100% animal fiber. (generally wool, alpaca, llama – hairs and other protein fibers)  I have heard of good results obtained from 80% plus blends.

· Felting can create interesting textural effects if you use yarns that are at least 60% animal fiber.  This is because the animal fibers will felt and other fibers, like cotton, and acrylic will not.

· There’s no reason you can’t felt a crocheted item, though it seems to be much more popular with knitters.

· Felting in a front load washing machine can be difficult or impossible depending on the felting technique you use.

· You can also hand agitate your piece.  However, this can be a tiring process.  I’ve spoken/emailed with a few people who have enlisted the help of rambunctious grandchildren for this.

The science of felting is pretty simple.  The hot water relaxes the fibers, the agitation tangles them together and the drying process locks them this way.

I did not want to get too much into specific technique with you, because as I mentioned above, I have not actually felted anything myself.  When I get the chance to put this technique to use, I will give you a more specific “How To” column.

Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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