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Site Updates

Stitch Diva Flower Contest – www.stitchdiva.com/custom.aspx?id=56 – The Stitch Diva Crochet Flower Contest has gotten into the voting stage.  Please visit the site and vote.  They’re deciding the winner based on the polling.
Stitch Along Project (week 7 of 8)
Rnd 7:  join w/ sc to top of any pineapple, 12 no ch sc, * sc in top of next pineapple, 12 no ch sc, rep from * around, join w/ sl st to starting sc

Tips and Tricks

Tension.  Like “gauge,” this is another dirty word depending on who you talk to.  Like an incorrect gauge, inappropriate tension can destroy a crocheted piece.  Inappropriate tension is generally one of the biggest causes of incorrect gauge, right up there with using yarn or thread other than what the pattern called for.

When I say “inappropriate tension,” I don’t mean to say that crocheting loose is wrong, or that crocheting tight is wrong.  I simply mean with a tension other than what the designer had in mind.  
Quick Fixes for Tension Problems
Some of this may seem really basic, but I want to include everybody, no matter what their skill level.
· If you tend to crochet tightly, try using a bigger hook than the pattern calls for.

· If you tend to work very loosely, try using a smaller hook than the pattern calls for.

· If your chain seems tighter than the rest of your work, use a bigger hook just for the foundation chain.

The third case was a problem I had for a very long time, I made a lot of granny square based patterns just to avoid the problem.  But speaking from experience, you do not need to be doomed to joining square after square.  Usually all it takes is going up or down a hook size or two.
Questions/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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