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Site Updates

Redesign progress report.  Redesign is looking good, I’m still collecting links, so that by the time I’m ready to go live, I actually have the link page organized the way it’s going to stay.
Bonus Link – I’m not posting this to the site, it’s barely crochet related, but it’s a hysterical take on old patterns.  Thread Bared – www.threadbared.com – it’s a blog that mocks, satirizes and spoofs old knitting and sewing patterns.  Have a read, have a good laugh, and please don’t blame me if you spit soda on your keyboard.
Stitch Along Project (week 8 of 8)
Rnd 8:  sl st in next st, ch 4, * dc in next st, (ch 1, dc) in ea no ch sc, skip sc in top of pineapple, rep from * around, join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch

Finish off.

Weave in ends.

Block to keep shape.
Tips and Tricks

Tweed.  When you think of tweed, you probably think of a tacky old sport, possibly moth-eaten, with leather elbow patches.  In reality, tweed is two or more strands of different colors worked together.  It can be knitted, crocheted, embroidered, or woven.  
The simplest tweed is one strand of one color and one strand of another color, both the same fiber or yarn.  You might have 2 or more strands of each color.  You might have 2 or more strands of one color and one strand of the other.  Another variation is to use a variegated yarn and a solid color.  You could have one strand each of 3 or more colors.

A lot of the poncho patterns that are out are, in the strictest definition, tweeds.  They call for worsted weight yarn and ribbon of ladder novelty yarn, or two different but complementary novelty yarns.  This is one of my favorite variations on tweed – one strand each of two completely different yarns.  I like to use one strand of worsted weight yarn and one strand of size 10 crochet thread.  I’m also fond of a fluffy yarn, like Lion Brand HomeSpun or Caron Bouclé and a strand of plain of worsted weight worked together.  You can create gorgeous textures this way.
Project Ideas
· A poncho – pick a simple pattern, let the yarn be interesting, not the stitch pattern

· A handbag – especially cute with a dark solid color and a bright variegated

· A scarf – even simple single crochet can be impressive with an unusual texture.

· Hats – hats always look great in tweed, and bulky hats can be especially warm when it’s cold outside.

· Socks – boot socks can be bulky, or you can use finer threads for more wearable socks (acrylic gets hot)

· Mittens – again, with cold weather accessories, you can get away with some extra
bulk.

Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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