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Site Updates

Redesign Progress Report.  Well, you know that I’ve gotten the links and stuff done for the new design.  I’ve also gotten the patterns mostly finished.  The abbreviated patterns are ready to go, in fact.  The plain English set are about halfway finished.  I’ve decided that I’m going to post the new site even if I haven’t gotten all of the photos done because I don’t want to pull patterns that have already been posted.  What I’m up in the air about though, is whether I should go ahead and post the redesign even if I don’t have everything quite done.
What I’m going to do, I think, is post a poll.  I’ll let you all decide what happens.
Stitch Along Project (week 3 of 12)
With peach,

Rnd 3:  join w/ sc in any space between leaves (not the ch 2 space at the point of the leaf), ch 6, (sc in space bet leaves, ch 6) around, join w/ sl st to beg sc; 7 ch-sps

Tips and Tricks

Pull through scarves.  One thing I saw a lot of this past winter is those scarves where the one end pulls through a slit or opening in the other.  They’re a lot shorter and less bulky than a traditional scarf because you don’t need additional length to accommodate a knot of some kind.  Nearly any scarf pattern will adapt to this style with very few adjustments, and they’re not really any harder to make than a traditional scarf.
Pattern Adaptations
· Length-wise patterns – to adapt a pattern that is worked along the length of the scarf, consider dividing it by half or even down to a third, depending on the finished length of the original pattern.  When you get roughly halfway across what will be the width of your scarf you need to create the opening.  
· The easiest way is to simply skip some pattern stitches in favor or a length of chain, finished the remainder of the row with the regular pattern.  Adjust the length of the opening based on the amount of bulk your pattern has. 

·  If you’ve got a very bulky pattern, you may want to consider finishing your end and just skipping the stitches for the opening and then in the next row chaining across those skipped stitches and starting the pattern again in the stitch where you left that end.  This way your opening is the width of two rows rather than one.

· Width-wise patterns – to adapt a pattern worked across the width of a scarf, consider widening the pattern if it’s a “skinny scarf.”  Some of the very narrow scarf patterns may even need to be tripled rather than just doubled.  Some patterns will be fine the way they are.  When you get a few inches from the end of the scarf, on either end but not both, you’ll need to leave an opening.
· Your opening will be worked similar to the second option for the length-wise patterns.  You can either cut and rejoin your yarn every row until the opening it an appropriate size, or you can work one side of the opening and then the other.

· You will also need to decide how wide your opening needs to be, it can be any number of stitches, including none.  If you chose to have and opening that isn’t any stitches wide, simply start the other side in the first unworked stitch of the row where the split starts and then when it comes time to attach the halves, crochet the whole way across the row, working the first stitch of the second piece with no chains preceeding it.

· If you decide to make the opening a few stitches wide, be sure to include an equal number of chain stitches between the last stitch on the first half and the first stitch on the second half.

On either scarf, if you decide to increase the size of the opening beyond a simple opening you  may want to place a border inside the opening to match the one around the outside of the scarf.

Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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