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Site Updates

Error Correction.  Thanks to pam for letting me know about an issue with pattern on the site.  She emailed me to let me know about an error in the Star Doily http://strngbn.tripod.com/stardoily.html  pattern.  The error fix is now posted.
New Photo Posted.  Also thanks to pam, there is a photo posted for the Star Doily.  Pam is wonderful as far as I’m concerned and she does beautiful work.  Thank you again, Pam.
Link to Each One Teach Two posted.  There is a link to Each One Teach Two in the links page of the website now.  Each One Teach Two is a program put forth by the Craft Yarn Council of America in order to spread the art of crochet.  Based on the premise that is every crocheter teaches two people, the whole world could be crocheting, Each One Teach Two has an award program for teachers, a teaching guideline, a beginner’s project sheet and a certificate that you can print off to give to your students.

Stitch Along Project (week 4 of 4)
Rnd. 6-7: sc around

Rnd. 8: (half round) 3 sc, dec 1, 3 sc, dec 1

Finish off

Tips and Tricks

Gauge.  There is no way that anyone out there hates checking gauge more than I do.  I once had to frog an ENTIRE SWEATER because I stubbornly refused to check my gauge. (The pattern called for 2 strands of worsted weight acrylic, I used 2 strands of Lion Brand HomeSpun.  That was the first mistake of what became many.)  The result:  a gorgeous tweed sweater in a Men’s 6X or so rather than 2X I was aiming for.  I was trying to make a big comfy sweater to barter for a charcoal sketch and what I ended up with wasn’t oversized, it was ridiculous.
I would also never suggest that anyone buy anything, unless I thought it was absolutely necessary (see Issue No. 2 – paper clips for stitch markers), but there are some things that are a must if you’re going to be making garments.  Buy something to check your gauge with.
Some items worth looking into:

- Knit-Chek by Susan Bates - $1.99 – gauge check, inch rule, centimeter (cm) rule, knitting needle/crochet hook gauge check (also calibrated in mm)
- Fiskars, clear acrylic ruler - $7.49 – grid style ruler, slightly heavy – watch that it doesn’t squash, compress or distort your sample when you measure

- Quilting rulers by Optima or Omnigrid - $10 and up – similar to above, clear grid style ruler, again watch the weight of the ruler, these are available in a variety of sizes
- Graph Rulers (in the drawing/drafting aisle) – $1.99 and up – clear plastic, thin and flexible, very lightweight, also grid style
I know that not everybody has the money to buy stuff.  I sure don’t.  But, if you’re making a garment, gauge is incredibly important.  Learn from my mistake, if you make someone a sweater that would fit a baby hippo, they won’t wear it.

Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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