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Site Updates
No Update.
Stitch Along Project (week 4 of 8)
Rnd 4: sl st in next sp, ch 1, 3 sc in same sp and in ea sp around, sl st in 1st sc; 36 sts

Tips and Tricks

Teaching newbies – yarn and hook selection.  It often seems like the best way to keep someone interested in crocheting is to let them pick their own yarn to learn with.  It’s been my personal experience that while this isn’t always wrong, it’s not always right either.  Let them pick their colors, sure.  If you give them the ugly green yarn you inherited from your next door neighbor’s blind great aunt, they won’t like their results, no matter how nice the work is.
One thing that I noticed is when those fluffy eyelash scarves got popular, people weren’t asking me to teach them to crochet, they were asking me to teach them to make a scarf with “that cool furry yarn.”  Think how much of a disaster it would be to try to teach someone to crochet with eyelash yarn.  Or worse yet, ladder yarn!  Textured yarns are really great and can be really fun to work with, but when it comes to teaching someone, try to get them to stick to a yarn where they will be able to see their stitches more clearly.  Steer them away from black and complicated textures.

I would recommend sport or worsted weight yarn over anything for teaching a newbie.  Fingering weight or a simple bulky weight yarn could work too.  I would also recommend an appropriate hook, oftentimes they won’t be sure that they bought the right hook if you give them too broad a range of choices.

I generally tell someone that wants to learn, and wants to buy their own supplies, to buy Red Heart or some other inexpensive worsted weight yarn and either an “H” or “I” hook.

A guideline to follow might be this:

	Yarn/thread
	Hook size

	Size 10 crochet thread
	Size “0” steel hook

	Fingering weight yarn
	Size “F” hook

	Sport weight yarn
	Size “G” or “H”

	Worsted weight yarn
	Size “H” or “I”

	Bulky weight yarn
	Size “J” or “K”


If they’re not insistent on buying their own supplies, I generally offer them a small ball out of my stash for learning, that way I can make sure they pick something appropriate.
Don’t forget to visit www.eachoneteachtwo.com to print out a certificate for your student once you’ve gotten them on their way.

Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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