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Site Updates

Researching links for site.  Haven’t really posted much to the site, but I have been checking out new links and I found something, or rather received it through another list, that I just had to share.
http://www.made-in-china.com/products/show/freemember/prod/TAwMDMxMTc0N/mic/Machinery_Textile_Machinery_Crochet_Machine.html
This monstrosity apparently is a crochet machine.  So, as was mentioned on FFCrochet, so much for the picture of hundreds of women crocheting like crazy to mass produce doilies that get sold for $1.
Stitch Along Project (week 6 of 8)

dtr – double treble crochet – yo 3x, insert hook where indicated, draw up a loop, (yo, draw through 2 loops) until 1 loop remains on hook

Rnd 6-11: (ch 10, sc in next loop) 17 times, ch 5, dtr in dtr from prev. Rnd.

Tips and Tricks

Appliqués.  I love appliqués, but I very rarely use them.  I think they’re really cute, but yet I haven’t done much with them.  I think the biggest reason for this is that for a long time I didn’t do much work which is suitable for embellishment.  I do a lot of textural work.  Since I’ve started sewing, however, I’ve found I have a renewed interest in appliqués among other things.  So, in the spirit of this, I’m sharing a few ideas with you.
Project Ideas
· ladybugs – use a small circle (in red or pink) with a smaller half-circle (black) sewn onto one side.  Make a long stitch, or a line of running stitch, from the middle of the seam between pieces across the middle of the bigger circle.  Add dots if desired.  (You could use fabric paint for the embellishments too)
· vines and flowers – there are tons of flower patterns floating around the Net (heck, you could even use the center of a doily or granny square – there’s lots that have flowers in the center) and all you need for the vines are long pieces of chain stitch.

· VW bug – a half circle for the body, 2 small circles for the wheels.  Embroider or fabric paint the windows and maybe a headlight.

· duck – use a pineapple for the body, a smaller pineapple for the wing and a circle for the head.  Depending which way your duck is looking you might want to use a cluster to make a beak.  Pull the body pineapple slightly out of shape when fastening it down, in order to shape it more like a duck
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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