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Happy Holidays to all, whichever ones it is that you choose to celebrate this time of year.  There may or may not be a newsletter between this one and the new year, but I wanted to wish you all a safe and prosperous 2006.

Site Updates

Stitch along Caught up!  The stitch along on the website is finally caught up to the newsletter.
Still Researching.  Still looking up links for you all for the new year.  I’ll hopefully have a chance tomorrow to post a few.

Stitch Along Project
On hold until New Year.
Tips and Tricks

Jewelry.  If you know anything about beaded crochet, it’s incredibly easy to start making crocheted jewelry and there are several techniques you can use to do it. 
Techniques and Ideas
Regular Beaded Crochet – simply thread a number of beads into your string and crochet your piece, pulling them up as needed.
Bead as you go – with this method there is no need to thread you beads ahead of time.  You can either use a very small crochet hook, an open needle threader or a tool called a Beadler © .  You simply crochet along and when you want to add a bead, place it on the tool your using and use the hooked end to pull your thread or yarn through the bead, then simply insert you hook in that loop and continue on.

Bead after the fact – beads added to a finished piece can be added in a few different ways.  You can use the technique discussed above and simply carry and extra string along the back of your piece as you add beads.  Another very basic way is to simply sew them on.

These are just a few methods to get the wheels turning.  I tend to only use the “sew the beads on” method if I’m adding flowers to the surface of the piece.  That way you can add beads as an embellishment and sew your flowers down all in one step.  (Hurray for effective shortcuts!)
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 




Moderator, crochetpages




Webmaster, Age’s Crochet Pages
