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Site Updates

Links added.
Meetup.com – an online community for tons of different interests, Meetup.com has lots of crochet and knitting groups. Go to <http://crochet.meetup.com> to go directly to the crochet groups.
Crochet Pattern Central – a huge directory of online patterns.  All or nearly all are links to patterns that live on other websites.  <http://www.crochetpatterncentral.com>

Stitch Along Project (week 6 of 6)
Rnd 6:  ch 3, 2 dc in same st, * work shell in ch 3 of Rnd 4, sk tr and next dc on Rnd 5, 3 dc in next dc, rep from * around, work last shell as prev, join with sl st to 3rd beg ch
Finish off

Weave in ends

The row done in contrasting color should look like a heart near the top of each point around coaster, 9 in all.

Variation – the hearts may be worked separately as well.  Omit ch 4 in between hearts, and start each heart individual by joining with a double crochet.  In a single color or an ombre (variegated color), this would leave unnecessary ends, but it is the best way if you want several different colors.
Tips and Tricks

Mounting doilies for hanging.  Doilies can be mounted for hanging in several ways all depending upon the visual effect you’re looking to achieve with your finished piece.  Doilies can be framed, mounted for window hanging or just heavily starched to hang independently.  Let’s focus on framing and window mounting, especially since I’ve probably bored you all to tears talking about starching in the last few issues.
· Framing – the easiest way to frame a doily is, obviously, to take it to a frame shop.  This is also the most expensive.  I used to work in a frame shop, you’re looking at as much at $100 to frame an 8 inch round doily.  However, you can easily frame a doily yourself.  Buy a piece of matboard (preferably fabric topped – more expensive, but much nicer in appearance) cut to fit your frame.  Center your doily on it and using a sharp needle, a thimble and thread that won’t show, stitch the doily to the matboard.   Stitch firmly – but not tightly, you don’t want any pulling to show, but you don’t want the doily to sag either.  Simply place matboard into the frame the same way you would a photo or piece of artwork.

· Mounting between glass – for wall or window.  Simply sandwich piece between two clean (I recommend Windex Powerizer or some other foam glass cleaner – they leave practically no streaks.) pieces of glass and fasten with thread or ribbon, or insert into an appropriately sized plate holder.  Before tying ribbon or adding plate holder, use scotch tape to hold “sandwich” together, one small piece on each side should be enough.  This method does not work well with beaded doilies, unless the beads are incredibly small.
· Mount in a ring – using invisible quilting thread mount the doily (blocked if necessary) into a brass or plastic ring (some styles of purse handles would work).  Add a loop for hanging and you’re set.  This works very well for making suncatchers out of beaded doilies.
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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