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Site Updates

I’m working on coding pages for a few new patterns that should be posted tonight.
The Giant Granny pattern you all got in your last newsletter, as well as a hamster hammock and the Bath Puff pattern included below.

Also, with a little luck, later this week, a friend with a digital camera will be coming over so that I can get some long overdue photos up on the website.
Stitch Project

It was a toss up, between this pattern and one for a hamster hammock.  The hamster hammock will be getting posted on the website later today as well as a couple others, but I figured I’d include this one in the newsletter because not everyone is a pocket pet enthusiast like I am, but we all bathe.  At least I would hope. ;-)

Bath Puff

Materials:
2 – 2 0z. Balls of Lily Sugar’n Cream

Size “J” hook

Notes:
· This pattern takes a surprisingly large amount of yarn.

· As you increase, the stitches will begin to fold in on themselves and the puff will form and become more and more dense.

· If you find that the puff is getting more solid than you would like, you might consider using only 5 dc in ea dc in Rnd 3.

Pattern:
Ch 40, sl st in first ch

Rnd 1:  ch 3, work as many dc in 1st ch as possibly (try for at least 20), join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch

Rnd 2-3:  ch 3, 5 dc in same st, 6 dc in ea dc around, join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch

Finish off and weave in ends.
Tips and Tricks

So I’ve been organizing my craft room.  This would be as opposed to the jumbled heap of craft and arts supplies crammed randomly into totes and bins that I’ve been working out of.  
We live in a hundred year old row home and since the entire house is basically a giant project, I’ve been trying to put off massive craft room projects in the interest of getting everything else done first.  However, we recently found out that getting everything situated is going to be a much bigger project than we could have possibly anticipated, so I’m going to get my craft room in order if it kills me.  Everyone (I live with my fiancé, as well as two other friends who live on our third floor) is starting to get fed up with my doing jewelry in the living room and leaving yarn all over the floor and so on.

Some ideas
· Divide yarns by color, or color family if you don’t have all enough stash to justify individual bins for blue, green, red, etc.  I have four underbed totes (the clear kind) for my yarn at this point – warm colors, cool colors, neutrals and ombres, novelty yarn.
· Label the outside of the bin with a general label and consider using a sheet inside the lid for a specific inventory.  This has proven to be a bit difficult as I have quite a bit of inherited and hand me down yarn.  I have a lot of things on my inventory lists that read for example “Red, unknown worsted.”
· I’ve used larger totes for Works In Progress, UnFinished Objects (things needing the loose ends worked in and such) and Finished Items that need to be stored.  I will probably add an additional tote(s) for completed afghans that don’t have a home in the cabinets in my room.
· I’ve used other smaller bins for things like odd sized needle work tools like my crochet on the double hook and my crochet fork, another for trims and sewing notions that don’t fit in my sewing box.
· Lastly, for now, I purchased a very small piece of stackable shelving to sit on top of the dresser I keep my fabric in so that I have somewhere to keep my bead cases and the scrapbook case that I keep my quilling supplies in.
With a little luck, I’ll be able to organize well enough that I can add the shelving that my mice live on and get them out of the living room like I promised back at Christmas when I got them.

Hopefully some of this was helpful to some of you. 

-- A side note on the mice – they’re both named after fictional cats.  Mister, after Harry’s cat in Jim Butcher’s Dresden Files series and Grebo, after Nanny Ogg’s cat in Terry Prachett’s Discworld series. 
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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