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Site Updates

Thanks to a watchful newsletter subscriber, I have corrected a rather glaring error I made on the website.  The Circulo website is Portuguese, and I have made the correction on the site.
Also, I have photos posted of the bath puff.  Yay!
Stitch Project
New Flowers
Carnations.

Similar in construction to the bath puff, carnations can be started with ch 2 and work several sts in the 2nd ch from the hook or with a small chain loop and several sts in the loop.  Working a second row in this manner should give you a carnation.
Mums.
Similar to the daisies included in a previous newsletter, mums are can be worked with a starting with a small ring of chain stitches.  Then instead of chaining out and work slip stitches back toward the center make each petal out of a chain loops securing them to the center loop with a single crochet in the loop.  Make three pieces like this using a smaller center ring for each additional pieces so that the center can be snugged down tight and the loops will form the ball shape of the mum.  You might also use shortened loops for the center most set of petals, or consider making more loops even though the ring is smaller.
Tips and Tricks

I discovered quite by accident today that Turkey Hill peach iced tea spilled on white thread gives a very pretty muted peach color. (My tea spilled in my little canvas bag and of course the only thing that got any on it was the ball of white thread I carry to keep myself occupied while my food heats up on my lunch break.)
But anyway, on to the real topic, dying yarn!  This can be accomplished in many ways, and I’m by no means an expert, but I would like to mention a few household items that you can use.

Very strong tea – tea brewed very strong with give you a (usually) muted hue of the color they brew.  Given the huge amount of herbal teas out there, you have an almost endless selection of reds, oranges, browns, and yellows.
Kool-aid – for the wilder colors, Kool-can work quite well.  (Works on hair, too.  I had red and I mean RED hair for a while in high school.)  If the item is going to see heavy washing (like hair does), you’ll want to add something to help set the color.  I’ve heard differing opinions as to whether salt or vinegar is your best bet.

In both cases use the liquid while it’s hot, being careful not to burn yourself, of course.

That said, whether you research specific techniques, feel brave enough to just experiment, or if nothing else have a chuckle at the thought of you writer with Kool-aid dyed hair, I wish you a happy holiday and much creativity.
Bonus:  Candy Recipe!
My roommate says I should sell these, but for you, I share the recipe for free.

White Chocolate Peanut Butter Cups.

Bon Bon or Mini baking cups

Candy Melts

Peanut Butter

Melt white chocolate (or other color/flavor) candy melts per package instructions.

Fill bon bon cup about 1/3 full.

Using a decorator or other food safe brush to pull candy up the sides of the cup giving it a good thick coat so that you can’t see the paper except near the top.

Let candy harden.

Fill about 3/4 full with peanut butter.

Add additional candy to make the top of the cup.

Let candy harden.

Share and enjoy.  Or don’t share, I’m possessive of my chocolate, too.
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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