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Site Updates

Still no site updates.  Job hunting has been taking its toll on my craft time.  But, all for the best in the long run.  I’m trying to find something that will actually allow me to have more than just a couple hours now and then.  I like my job and all, but some days I have more than two hours of commute time – it’s getting old.
Stitch Project

Greener Pastures

Size “0” hook

Size 10 thread in a shade of green and in a floral color

Small amount of seed beads approx 70 (you may not use them all)

Beading or small embroidery needle

Invisible quilting thread, beading thread or other sewing thread that will blend in with the floral color

All ends should be worked in whenever you are most comfortable doing so.

1st motif (background)

Ch 5, join w/ sl st to form ring

Rnd 1:  sl st in ring, ch 3, 15 dc in ring, join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch

Rnd 2:  ch 4, (dc, ch 1) in ea st around, join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch; 16 ch-sps

Rnd 3:  ch 6, (dc, ch 3) in ea dc around, join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch

Rnd 4:  ch 9, (tr, ch 5) in ea dc around, join w/ sl st to 4th beg ch

Finish off

2nd background motif

Work 1st 3 rounds same as first motif

Rnd 4:  ch 9, (tr, ch 5) in the next dc, tr in next dc, ch 3, use hook to pull working loop of current motif through any loop on 1st motif, ch 2, tr in next dc on current motif, ch 3, use hook to pull working loop of current motif through next loop on 1st motif, ch 2, tr in next dc of current motif, finish same as 1st motif

Remaining background motifs

Continue making and joining motifs in the same manner as motif #2, leaving 2 unused loops between joining loops on all motifs

Complete and join 16 motifs total in 4 rows of 4

Background finished, block as needed.

Flowers: 

With floral color

Ch 2, 6 sc in 2nd ch from hook, join w/ sl st to 1st sc

Work 1 cluster in ea st around (these will all be worked individually – you’ll have a lot of ends, sorry)

Weave all loose ends in on flowers

Optional leaves

With same or similar color to background

Ch 4, 3 dc in 4th ch from hook, ch 3, work cluster, finish off

Using needle and sewing or beading thread attach flowers (and leaves) to doily and embellish centers with seed beads

Tips and Tricks

Filet Crochet.  For those of you who don’t know, filet crochet in a technique in which you make pictures in crocheted lace by strategically filling in some of the holes in the mesh.
You basically crochet a mesh with holes either 1 or 2 stitches wide and fill them with double crochet.
What I wanted to share here is actually a trick I was taught which helps to make the mesh much more sturdy, especially when you have large open areas.  When you put your hook in the top of the stitch, you should also put it through the next horizontal thread on that stitch.  This helps strengthen the foundations of the stitches in each new row of mesh and gives you a much steadier piece that won’t tend to stretch on the bias nearly as much.
I also wanted to remind you of this link on the crochet pages links list. 

Make a Mosaic --http://gwydir.demon.co.uk/jo/mosaic/index.htm
It’s meant for designing mosaics, but it’s great for filet graphs too.
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 




Moderator, crochetpages




Webmaster, Age’s Crochet Pages
