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Site Updates

No online updates, redesign in progress.  I haven’t uploaded any changes online this week.  However, I did get a large amount of work done for the redesign.  With the notable exception of photos, it’s a good portion of the way towards finished.  I’m working up a new format for the pattern and links pages, and I think you’ll like it.  I’ve gotten rid of that atrocious blue side bar, in favor of an all around cleaner look and feel.  (Ok, the blue bar’s not that bad, but I don’t like it anymore.)

Stitch Along Project (week 5 of 8)
Rnd 5:  1st 5 pineapples


1st pineapples:  ch 4, (dc, ch 1) bet ea dc, dc in last dc, turn, sc in 1st ch-sp, (ch 3, sc) in each ch-sp across, * turn, sl st in 1st ch, sc in ch-sp, (ch 3, sc) in ea ch-sp across, rep from * until there is only 1 ch-sp when you’ve completed your row.


Finish off


2nd – 5th pineapples: join w/ dc to first dc of next dc group, (ch 1, dc) between ea dc and in last dc, turn, sc in 1st ch-sp, complete same as 1st pineapple

Tips and Tricks

Color changes.   Just like joinings, there’s lots of different ways to do color changes.  For the most part, you can use any typical yarn joining.  Except for splicing, this will give you a sudden color change.  Splicing when done over a very long distance can provide a very nice gradual color change, but it is usually difficult to do a good splice over more than a few inches.  There’s a really great way to do a gradual color change called thread painting, but I’m going to cover that separately next newsletter.
The color change that I’m going to talk about here is one that allows for multiple colors without actually cutting any yarn.  This will work for any combination of an odd number of colors.  At the end of a row, when you’re going to change colors, simply pick up the new color on the last yarn over and pull it through.  Do not cut the old yarn.
Add a 3rd color at the end of that row and work across.  At the end of the third row, you can pick up the first color again.

This will leave you with lots of loose threads at the ends of rows, but it’s not actually “ends.”  These small loops of yarn are really easy to hide even with only a round of single crochet as a border on the finished piece.
Question/Comments
Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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