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Site Updates

Redesign.  New links and patterns page layouts complete.  I’m using hidden tables this time and categorizing things more clearly.  The Yahoo!Groups links page will be updated to reflect these changes as soon as the redesign is uploaded.  I will also be calling Sarah, a friend with a digital camera, to help me get the missing photos taken care of.  Some photos may take sometime, however, because I don’t have all of my samples anymore.  They’ve fallen victim to gifting and random acts of kindness.  Which means, making them again.  Oh, darn, I have to crochet.
Stitch Along Project (week 6 of 8)
Rnd 6: next 5 pineapples


in last loop of 1st row of ch-loops on any pineapple, join w/ sc, 8 dc in ch-8 loop from Rnd 4, sc in 1st loop of 1st row of ch-loops on next pineapple, ch 3, sc in next ch-loop up the side of the completed pineapple, turn, (dc, ch 1) bet ea dc, omitting ch after last dc, sc in 1st unused ch-loop on completed pineapple, turn, sc in ch-sp, (ch 3, sc) in ea ch-sp across, finish as with all other pineapples


next 4 pineapples completed in same manner; 10 pineapples total

Tips and Tricks

Thread Painting.  A very expressive technique.  This is generally a series of gradual color changes often occurring one immediately after another.  This is suitable for doilies as well as afghans and garments.
With thread painting, there are two main things to keep in mind.

1) You will be working with multiple strands of yarn or thread the whole way through the project, generally 4, so you need to pick a much thinner thread than you normally would.  For a doily, 4 strands of sewing thread will yield a weight similar to size 10 crochet.  For a piece more suited to worsted weight, 4 strands of size 10 crochet cotton will be pretty similar.  Always check your gauge.
2) You are working with multiple strands and doing lots of color changes.  You will have a lot of ends.  If you’re like me and hate to work in ends, this is probably not a good technique for you.

To do thread painting.

1) Start with 4 (can be a different number) threads of the same color.

2) At the end of the row/round, cut 1 strand and add in 1 strand of the new color, still working with 4 strands.

3) At the end of each row/round, cut 1 strand and add in 1 strand of a new color until all strands are the new color.

4) Work 1 or more rows/rounds in new color and begin next color change (step 2).

5) Continue color changes until desired affect is achieved.
Project Ideas
· Do color changes throughout an item, to give an allover subtle fade through a set of colors.
· Alternate between 2 colors for a blended stripe effect.

· Use thread painting to add a colored border at the bottom or end of a garment that gradually fades into the main color.

· Start the second color change sooner or later than illustrated above for a wider variety of color effects. 

· Change 2 threads at a time for a faster but still gradual color change.

I like thread painting, it’s time consuming, especially working in all those ends, but the reactions people have to the finished piece make it well worth the effort.  I’ve also seen that some clothing companies are using this technique or one similar with the same end results.  Norton McNaughton had some sweaters out not too long ago that had that fading border at the bottom.
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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