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Site Updates

New Link Added – Art of Tangle.  A new link has been added to the links page, Art of Tangle. http://www.artoftangle.com/index.htm  Art of Tangle is a site I stumbled across while looking for inspiration for a Tips and Tricks column.  Art of Tangle has free patterns, great advice and some kits available.  All in all, a great site.  Definitely worth looking at.
Massive Site Overhaul Planned for Age’s Crochet Pages.   Like it says, I’ve got a huge redo in the works for the website.  It was mostly inspired by the fact that it’s been like 4 years since I last did a major “look and feel” update and quite frankly, I’ve outgrow purple lettering on a cloud background.  Also, I’ll be posting a poll on the Yahoo! Groups about whether or not to keep the plain English (no abbreviations) patterns up.  It’s like doubling the site, but I don’t mind doing it if people are actually using them.

Other News

Poll Posted on Yahoo! Groups Page.  If you didn’t see it, there’s also a poll on the Yahoo! Groups site.  I’m curious what format you’d like to receive this email in (text only or as a Word file (.doc) attachment), but I want to know if we should vote on this issue now, or when we have more members.
Stitch Along Project (week 3 of 4)
Rnd. 5: 3 sc, 2 sc in next st around; 20 sc

Tips and Tricks

Tubular Crochet.  Tubular crochet is a great way to make socks and mittens, but what about other things?  Why can’t we make big things from tubular crochet?  And I’m not talking about sleeves here.  Think about it: isn’t a crocheted poncho a form a tubular, well, ok, conical crochet?  You’re working in rounds and it isn’t flat.  There are tons of options.

Project Ideas
· Scarves – lacy scarves are gorgeous, but they’re not very warm, right?  What if you double the width and work it in rounds?  That way, you get the same great lace pattern AND your scarf stays folded perfectly in half.
· As mentioned above, ponchos.  Make a chain or some sort of base row, join or sew the ends, and continue in granny square type pattern.  Put a corner at the front and back of the neckline and increase accordingly to keep your corners.  In the right yarn, this makes for a very nice drape; I made one, and people love it.

· How about a skirt?  Same as the poncho, basically a cone with a waistline, though you might want to skip on one or both of the “corners.”  As with the poncho, be careful of yarn choice and drape, no one wants a cartoony A-line skirt that sticks straight out.  Even A-lines need some kind of drape.

· What about a crocheted “quilt”?  You could make afghan tubes, rather than strips, stuff them lightly with poly-fil, close the ends and join them into a blanket.  Talk about warm!  

You could change colors every X rows and baste at the color change for a “quilt square” effect, or even make separate squares.  If you are stuffing your pieces, I would recommend a pretty solid stitch pattern.  Also, to prevent bunching, you could use strip of quilt batting slightly narrower that your closed strips, and you could even tie it like a quilt to add to the authenticity of your quilt look.
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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