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Stitch Along Project (week 1 of 8)
Rose Trellis Doily

Size “0” hook

Size “10” thread in a neutral color, (a foliage color and a floral color – for embellishments)

dtr – double treble crochet – yo 3x, insert hook where indicated, draw up a loop, (yo, draw through 2 loops) until 1 loop remains on hook

ch 4, join w/ sl st to form ring

Rnd 1: sl st in ring, ch 3, 11 dc in ring, join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch

Tips and Tricks

FreeForm Crochet – an overview.  Depending on who you talk to, the definition of freeform crochet varies greatly.  A woman named Marion once told me that all freeform is, is when you just put the stitches where it feels like you need them.  My personal opinion is that it’s like abstract painting but with a hook instead of a brush.  It’s crocheting more by instinct than by traditional patterns.
Just this past May, I started venturing into freeform for the first time.  My first venture into this territory was with a motif based freeform piece.  It was a doily, in navy, celadon and ecru, consisting of jumbled pineapples.  I started with one pineapple and just sort of randomly attached them, overlapping here and there, and keeping to a more or less square shape.
I had a lot of fun doing this doily, although I have to admit, that may have been in large part because I like to do abstract and mixed medium work when I paint.  I mix bead, decoupage, origami and wire into my paintings.  I’m brainstorming on and off about how to incorporate freeform crochet into a painting for a truly abstract, mixed medium look.

Project Ideas
If you’ve never done freeform work before, here’s some things that I kept in mind when I was first starting with it.
· Choose a color theme.  While some freeform work does not have a specific color theme, much of it does.  Picking a color theme makes the stylistic change less jarring.
· If you’re really unsure try something motif based, paisley’s, pineapples or flowers.

· Concentrate on either fancy stitches or fancy yarns.  Work to accent one or the other.  Too many textural stitches combined with fluffy or textured yarn, creates for a very busy, possibly jumbled piece. (Not that this is a bad thing, if it’s the effect you’re aiming for.

· Look into freeform crochet groups like The International Free Form Crochet Guild.  (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FFcrochet/)

Have fun!
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