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Site Updates

No Updates.  I know, I’m a slacker.  Forgive me.
Stitch Along Project (week 3 of 8)
Rnd 3: ch 5, (dc, ch 2) in ea dc around, join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch; 12 ch-sps
Tips and Tricks

Teaching a newbie – lefties.  If a leftie that you know wants to learn to crochet, the first advice I would give you is don’t force them to crochet right-handed even if that’s how you crochet.  Chances are, someone who is left handed will get frustrated and give up if they’re trying to learn right-handed, because they probably won’t be able to find a comfortable way to hold the hook and the work.
Helpful hints for leftie learners/teachers
· If you (your student) can’t learn with the two of you sitting side by side, try facing each other.  Oftentimes, lefties will learn better by mirroring, versus by trying to reverse things.

· Remind your leftie that they are looking at the wrong side of the work as far as their pattern is concerned.

· When working in rounds, a leftie will work clockwise, while a right hander will work counterclockwise.  Same thing applies about looking at the wrong side of the work.

· If you are making a doll, lefties may have to use the “left” arm on the right side and vise versa.  This is dependent upon the pattern, of course.
· There are some books that have directions specifically designed for lefties.  Or that have left handed diagrams and right handed diagrams.

· If you simply can’t teach them, teach yourself to crochet left handed and then teach them.

· If all else fails, find a someone one who already crochets left handed and put your student in touch with them

I crochet both left handed and right handed.  I cross stitch left handed and knit right handed.  My grandmother crochets right handed because her mother taught her that way.  My grandmother taught me and I picked up the hook with my left hand and just mirrored what she did.  I learned to crochet right handed because a dyslexic friend wanted to learn, and he couldn’t pick it up while I was crocheting left handed.
It comes in handy to be able to at least muddle through with both hands.  Even if you can’t crochet quickly with the other hand, that’s ok.  For teaching, sometimes it’s easier for people to pick up what you’re doing if you have to go slow.  If you don’t crochet well with that hand, you can’t crochet too quickly for your student to see what you’re doing.
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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