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No Site Updates this week.  It’s been hectic.
Stitch Along Project (week 1 of 6)

Size 10 crochet thread (1 main color, small amount of accent color for “hearts” – works well with a dark color and a bright or pastel one)

Size “1” steel hook

dtc – double treble (triple) crochet – yo 3x, insert hook where indicated, draw up a loop, (yo and draw through 2 loops) 4x

tr – treble (triple) crochet – yo 2x, insert hook where indicated, draw up a loop, (yo and draw through 2 loops) 3x

to work shell – 3 dc, ch 1, 3 dc where indicated

to join w/ dc – tie starting knot (slip knot) around hook, yo, insert hook where indicated and draw up a loop, complete as with regular dc

With main color,

Ch 8, join w/ sl st to form ring

Rnd 1: sl st in ring, ch 3, dc in ring, ch 1, (2 dc in ring, ch 1) around, join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch; 9 ch-sps

Tips and Tricks

Blocking without an iron?  Sure, why not?  I do it all the time.  The only iron I own is one of those silly little stream your clothes on the hanger deals.  I love it, it’s great for getting ready in a hurry, but … not so good for blocking.  It gives off a lot of steam, has almost no weight, and since it’s steam only, the sole plate doesn’t really heat.  Great for a last minute fix with a wrinkled shirt or a rumpled pleat and not worth a penny with a hole in it for blocking.
So I block without an iron.  I get out my trusty blocking board, wrap it in a towel and get down to business.  I wrap an old bath towel around it (one that’s long since stopped giving off any significant fuzz or lint) and pin the item to blocked.  Then using aerosol spray starch, I spray until the item is slightly damp.  And that’s basically it.  Let it sit where it won’t be disturbed until the starch dries (a few hours or overnight to be safe).
Once the starch is dry, carefully remove the pins.  If the item still won’t hold its shape, replace the pins and spray again.  I must admit that I’ve never tried this blocking method with anything that wasn’t made of crochet cotton.  On the other hand, I haven’t found much of anything other than doilies and coasters that genuinely needs blocking.
This is also a great blocking method to pass on with items if you give them as a gift.  People don’t necessary know how to block a crocheted item, but anybody can lay something flat and spray something at it.  

One last thing I would like to mention is that when using an aerosol, please use it in a well ventilated area, particularly if you’re like me and you have any kind of aerosol allergy.
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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