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Site Updates

New links added.

Berroco Fashion Knitting Yarns – www.berroco.com – shop for yarns or patterns, sign up for Knit Bits eNewletter (Knit Bits does have really good information for crocheters, too.)

Lion Brand Yarn Company – www.lionbrandyarns.com – free patterns, find products at a store near you, learn to crochet online tutor now available
Stitch Along Project (week 3 of 6)
Rnd 3: sl st in next 2 dc, and in 1st ch-sp, ch 3, (2 dc, ch 1, 3 dc) in same ch-sp, ch 1, (work shell in next ch-sp, ch 1) around, join w/ sl st to 3rd beg ch; 9 shells

Finish off
Tips and Tricks

Special blocking/starch effects.
While I can’t guarantee that this will be the last issue on blocking ever, I promise that it’ll be the last for a while.  I write these things ahead of time as I get the ideas and I seem to have blocking stuck in my head tonight.  Don’t ask me why, sometimes I’m just like that.
1) Try decreasing the amount of starch.  It doesn’t take much to keep a lacy doily in its proper shape.  If you block with a small amount of aerosol starch, you can have a neatly blocked doily that is still soft to the touch and doesn’t feel starched.

2) Try increasing the amount of starch.  With the right amount of starch, you can mold a doily into a 3-dimensional piece of art.

3) Sugar water.  Especially effective on snowflakes, angels and other winter decorations.  Blocking with sugar water instead of liquid or aerosol starch will yield a sparkly/shiny effect.  Do not iron.  Allow to air dry.  Caramelizing the sugar won’t do anything but make a mess of your iron’s soleplate.

4) Coloring your starch.  If you’re using liquid starch, try adding a few drops of food coloring.  If you mist evenly over a complimentary or contrasting color you should be able to achieve some striking color effects.
Question/Comments

Please contact Age Szoke strngbn@lycos.com 
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